
REPORT OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE

TO THE ONE HUNDRED FORTY FIFTH COUNCIL OF                                                                                   
THE DIOCESE OF THE NORTHEAST AND MID-ATLANDTIC                                                                     
OF THE REFORMED EPISCOPAL CHURCH – NOVEMBER, 6, 2025

Dear Brethren,

The Standing Committee held two meetings this past diocesan year on May 22, 2025 and 
October 2, 2025 by Zoom Videoconference. The Rev. Cedric R. Benner, President chaired both 
meetings. Six email polls were also conducted on December 19, 2024, January 6, 2025, Feb 5, 
2025, March 31,2025, July 30,2025 and August 8, 2025. The activities of the Rt. Rev. William A. 
Jenkins, Sr., Bishop Ordinary, including Episcopal visits, confirmations and other functions can be
found in detail in his report presented to this Council.

POSTULANTS FOR HOLY ORDERS

Joshua Devers, St. Stephen’s Church – Eldersburg, MD                                                               
Timothy Meadows, St. Alban’s Church – New York, NY                                                                     
Gregory Hoyt, St. Mark’s Church – Rydal, PA (transferred)                                                                      
Matthew Trail, St. Stephen’s Church – Eldersburg, MD                                                                         
Joshua Arp, Grace Church – Scranton, PA                                                                                                   
Keith Beardsworth, St. Mathew’s Church – Havertown, PA                                                                     
Cal Parks, Emmanuel – Pipersville, PA                                                                                                         
Eric Landstrom, Grace Church – Collingdale, PA (transferred)    

CANONICAL EXAMINATIONS

Ordination Exam                                                                                                                                              
Rev. Dcn. Stephen Atchison was examined by the Board of Examining Chaplains for Presbyters 
orders on February 28, 2025. Candidate Atchison sustained the examination and was 
recommended to the bishop for ordination to the presbyterate.

Deaconess Exam                                                                                                                                          
Nkiru Menekaya was examined on Friday, September 5, 2025. She sustained the examination 
and was recommended to the bishop to be set apart as a Deaconess.



CLERICAL TRANSFERS/LICENSES/APPOINTMENTS/CALLS/INSTALLATIONS

Transfers

Bukola Adenuga, license transferred on September 9, 2025 to the Church of Nigeria, North 
American Mission (CONNAM).

Rev. Michael Fitzpatrick, transferred to Grace, Collingdale.

Licensed Lay Readers

Celvin (Mike) Williams, Jesus the Good Shepherd – Brooklyn, NY

John Singleton West, Good Shepherd - Carlisle, PA

Gerald Joseph Berardi, Good Shepherd - Carlisle, PA

John Christopher Ritchie, Good Shepherd - Carlisle, PA

Al Edmond Laferte, Good Shepherd - Carlisle, PA

Ja’wuan Thomas, St. Luke’s BH – Philadelphia, PA

New Clerical Appointments/ Calls /     Installations

Rev. Dr. Jonathan Riches has been appointed to serve as Vicar at Emmanuel Church – 
Pipersville, PA

Rev. Dr. Seth Snyder has been called to Rector at Covenant Chapel – Basking Ridge, NJ

Rev. Chester Banks was installed as rector of New Redeemer REC - Jersey City, NJ on June 1, 
2025. Rt. Rev. William Jenkins presided.

Rev. Greg Miller has been appointed Vicar of St. Paul’s Church – Oreland, PA and will begin 
serving there on January 1, 2026.

Ordinations to the Presbyterate                                                                                         
Rev. Stephen Atchison was ordained on July 17, 2025 at St. Matthew’s REC – Havertown, PA

Episcopal Institution                                                                                                              
Rt. Rev. Wm. A. Jenkins, Sr. was installed as Bishop Ordinary of the NEMA Diocese. The 
ceremony was held at Bishop Cummins REC in Catonsville, MD on June 28, 2025.



Closings                                                                                                                                                         
The Diocese of Central and Eastern Canada has been registered with Canada as a new non-
profit. This was necessary for the continued funding of the Cuban Mission work originally 
established under the DCEC. The closing of the diocese and the dissolution of its office of The 
Dean of the Diocese means that St. George’s REC will be folded into the diocese of NEMA.

St. Timoth’s Anglican Mission was disbanded at the end of 2024 after losing its lease on their 
building. The communicates were transferred to the care of St. Luke’s Bishop Hoffman.

Pastoral Vacancies                                                                                                  
Emmanuel Church – Somerville, PA On December 31st, 2024 the Very Rev. Gerald S. McLynn 
retired from his charge. He has served as rector of this parish for 16 years. He and his wife, 
Ginger have retired to Smyrna, DE and are currently active at St. Peter’s Anglican Church in 
Elkton, MD.

St. Peter’s Church - Elkton, MD The Rev. Frank Spadafora continues as Interim Vicar and is often
assisted by the Rev. John Campbell and now the Very Rev. Gerald McLynnThe parish is seeking a 
part time rector.

Grace Anglican Church (Mission) – Scranton, PA Minister-in-Charge, Rev. Dcn. Jared Lovell, Dr. 
Joshua Arp, and Mr. Evan Hughes continue to provide local leadership in the absence of a vicar 
along with other local vestry members. The Rev. William Garrison has been engaged by the 
vestry to visit the church twice each month to preside at the Lord’s Table and to preach. The 
mission continues to grow by God’s grace.  Dcn. Lovell anticipates testing for his presbyters’ 
orders shortly.

Church Plant Opportunities                                                                                         
Brunswick, MD - A group of five families about 1 ½ hours west of Baltimore, have contacted 
NEMA for assistance with a Church plant.  At least 2 of the five families are confirmed Reformed 
Episcopalians with a history at in the Diocese of Central States.  Looking to begin a work that is 
closer to home for all of them, we are working in conjunction with Bp. Peter Manto, as this may 
fall under the purview of his diocese.  Please be in prayer for this group, and for the Oversight 
we will offer them.  The Rev. Lucas Dorminy, currently a CREC minister, is presently discerning a 
move of the Spirit to transfer into the REC.  He is located in nearby Martinsburg WV and could 
potentially be a possible resource for these families.  Rev. McCarl is advising.

Williamsport, PA – This group of families has undergone some turnover in the last 6 months, 
but are still expressing an interest in establishing an Anglican testimony here.  Rev. Lovell and 
McCarl have been advising this fledgling work.                                                                        

Lancaster, PA - First interest meeting is set to be held on Tuesday, Oct. 7, 2025.



Reformed Episcopal Seminary

The Seminary move from Blue Bell, PA to the property of St. Paul’s Church, Oreland, PA. is 
nearing completion with only library organization remaining.  In this fall semester, the Seminary 
instituted the Bishop George David Cummins Scholarship program.  This provides free tuition for
any M.Div. student who will attend classes in person. The aim is to create a critical mass of in 
person students, to augment the online classes which are being taught.  It is also hoped that 
with the creation of this group of students, God may provide us with sufficient opportunities for
ministry to keep them here in our diocese.                                                                                           
RES sponsored a fall symposium in September entitled “Anglicans in the Revolution”.                
ATS has initiated new a program named “Wise Stewards” in which we have been invited to 
participate.  This is an effort to get board members to take ownership of their roles and 
governance to help them perform their work better.  The opening meetings have been helpful.  
Our next accreditation round begins in 2026.

Funerals

On December 29, 2024 The Most Rev. Leonard W. Riches went to be with his Lord. His funeral 
service was held at Emmanuel Anglican Church – Pipersville, PA on January 11, 2025. Bishop 
Riches was known for his extraordinary leadership in revitalizing the REC, renewing traditional 
Anglicanism and being an integral part of establishing the ACNA. He served in many capacities, 
including president, at the RE Seminary. Bishop Riches served as Bishop Ordinary of the NEMA 
for 24 years and Presiding Bishop of the REC for 18 years. 

On May 9, 2025 Bishop Jenkins, accompanied by Bishop and Mrs. Gillin, attended the funeral 
service for Mrs. Florence Miller at St. Mark’s REC, Rydal, PA.  Florence, the wife of Captain Bob 
Miller, passed into glory on Sunday, May 4, 2025.  Both have been longtime members of St. 
Mark’s, and Cpt. Miller remains a fellow servant on our NEMA Standing Committee.

On Saturday September 27, 2025, Bishop Jenkins participated in the funeral service for Mrs. 
Elsie Weiss, mother of Carol Weiss Riches and mother-in-law to Mr. Ron Riches, our diocesan 
treasurer.  Elsie was just shy of 103 years old and labored for God as his faithful soldier and 
servant.  

Respectfully submitted, 

Linda M. Schmuck   
Linda M. Schmuck, Secretary


