
Definitions

As used in this Policy, the following definitions shall apply:

Abuse  includes physical, emotional and sexual abuse and/or neglect. It also addresses a pattern
of abuse and risks of harm. Some definitions include:

Physical Abuse is any deliberate physical force or action, by a parent or caregiver, which
results,  or  could  result,  in  injury  to  a  child.  It  can  include  bruising,  cuts,  punching,
slapping, beating, shaking, burning, biting or throwing a child. Using belts, sticks or other
objects to punish a child can cause serious harm and is also considered abuse.

Neglect occurs when a caregiver  fails  to provide basic  needs  such as adequate food,
sleep, safety,  education, clothing or medical treatment. It also includes leaving a child
alone or failing to provide adequate supervision. If the caregiver is unable to provide the
child with basic needs due to financial inability, it is not considered neglect, unless relief
has been offered and refused.

Emotional abuse is a pattern of behaviour that attacks a child’s emotional development
and sense of self-worth. It includes excessive, aggressive or unreasonable demands that
place  expectations  on  a  child  beyond  his  or  her  capacity.  Emotional  abuse  includes
constantly  criticizing,  teasing,  belittling,  insulting,  rejecting,  ignoring  or  isolating  the
child. It may also include exposure to domestic violence.

Sexual Abuse occurs when a child is used for the sexual gratification of an adult or an
older child. The child may cooperate out of fear or because they want to please the adult.
Sexual abuse does not need to include physical contact between the perpetrator and the
child. It may include activities such as sexual intercourse, exposing a child’s genitals,
obscene phone calls, text messages, or digital interaction, fondling for sexual purposes,
watching a child undress for sexual pleasure, encouraging/forcing a child to look at or
perform in pornographic pictures or videos, and child sex trafficking.

Archdeacon means that Presbyter who has been appointed by the Ordinary to serve on his staff
and is entrusted with special responsibilities usually involving supervision over parishes, mission
parishes or programs.

Bishop means the Bishop of the Diocese of the Northeast and Mid-Atlantic and any Coadjutor,
Suffragan or Assistant Bishop.

Camp or  Youth Camp is a supervised program that provides recreational and developmental
activities for children and young people, usually during school holidays or breaks.

A Child is a person under the age of 18 regardless of the age of majority or age of consent in the
state wherein the child resides, where any entity exists, or where any act or action taken under
this policy occurs.



The Church is any building, sanctuary chapel, church house, school, or other physical facility
under the control of any parish, mission, or agency of the Diocese used for worship services,
education, and other activities.  Where the context is indicates otherwise, the term, “Church”
may also  refer  to  the  Reformed  Episcopal  Church,  its  dioceses,  parishes,  missions,  or  other
entities.

Daycare broadly refers to any form of care provided for children outside of their parents'  or
guardians' direct supervision for a portion of the day.

Diocese means  the  Diocese  of  the  Northeast  and  Mid-Atlantic  of  the  Reformed  Episcopal
Church as established by the General Council and its Constitution and Canons.

A Guardian is a person who has been given custody and control of a child. This includes both
“legal guardians”, appointed by law, as well as those named by the child’s parents to care for
their minor child.  A Guardian may have only temporary custody of a child, as for a day, week,
or other period of time not permanent in nature.

Harassment involves  actions  intended  to  annoy,  harass,  or  alarm  another  person,  such  as
physical contact, following them in public, or engaging in a course of conduct with no legitimate
purpose.  It  also includes  specific  communication offenses like lewd or threatening language,
anonymous or extremely inconvenient communications.

Ordinary or  Bishop Ordinary means the  bishop who has ordinary jurisdiction and authority
within the Diocese of the Northeast and Mid-Atlantic.

Parent refers to a biological or adoptive parent, a foster parent (in some cases), a guardian with
legal decision-making authority, or an individual acting in the place of a parent with whom the
child normally lives.

Parish means a defined area in the diocese that has been set apart by the bishop in accordance
with the canon on parishes, having within it one or more congregations under one minister with
the right to elect members of the Diocesan Council.

Perpetrator is generally defined as anyone who has committed abuse against a child, including
clergy, staff members, volunteers, parents, spouses, or other individuals 14 or older responsible
for the child's welfare or having direct contact with the child in a care setting.

The terms, Rector, Vicar, Curate, or Minister-in-Charge shall have the same meaning as those
terms are defined in the current edition of the Glossary of the Canons of the Diocese of the
Northeast and Mid-Atlantic.

A Staff Member is any person employed by the organization, whether ordained or not.

Sexual Discrimination  is treating someone unfairly or differently based on their sex or gender.
This includes, but is not limited to, various forms of mistreatment, such as harassment, or denial
of opportunities.



Victim refers to any child or person harmed or injured as a result of any incident of abuse or
harassment as defined in this Policy.

A Volunteer is a person who freely offers his or her time and skills to support the activities and
ministries of a church, school, camp, or other activity without receiving monetary compensation

 


