Report for the Committee on Young People’s Work
To the 146th Diocesan Council

Of the Diocese of the North East and Mid-Atlantic:


The COYPW sponsored two events in the past year: our diocesan summer camp for youth from grades 2nd-12th and our diocesan winter camp for grades 6th-12th.  There was much to be grateful for at both events.  At our winter retreat, held over Valentine’s weekend at Rock Mountain Bible Camp, I led our campers through a study of the theological virtues-Faith, Hope, and Love.  Through an exploration of Romans 5, I Cor. 13, and various film scenes, the campers learned the nature of Faith as evidence of things unseen, the Hope that all will be made well, and the Love which has worked and is working in the world to secure this hope.  I am grateful to Fr. Jason Holloway for leading activities at this retreat and giving me the opportunity to be its speaker. 


Our summer campers studied the Old Testament characters of David and Job.  Younger students explored important events recorded in the life of Israel’s great king including his work as a shepherd and his encounter with Goliath.  All of the junior campers studiously memorized the 23rd Psalm as part of their lessons.  A special thank you is due to Bishop Jenkins for spending his time with the junior campers and leading them in their studies.  Fr. Justin Forsberg returned for the second summer in a row to teach our older campers.  He focused on the book of Job, suffering, the Satan, and God.  Boldy and lovingly, Fr. Justin read the entirety of the book of Job, in five parts, to our senior campers prior to preaching on its text.  The COYPW thanks him for sharing his considerable expertise on the subject.  


Our diocesan camping program continues to attract campers from outside of our diocese.  In terms of denominational makeup, the one hundred or so participants at summer camp looked a great deal like a reflection of heaven.  But I am pleased also to say that for the first time in recent memory, we had representatives from two New Jersey parishes-New Redeemer REC and Emmanuel REC.  My prayer is that other parishes within the diocese will actively participate in sending youth to these retreats in the coming year.  


Lastly, for anyone who is interested, we can host daytime guests at our retreats.  If you would like to come up and spend the day with us, please let me know.  You can eat with us, pray the daily offices with us, worship through singing and hearing scripturally sound messages and teaching, and a host of other activities.  You will not regret it!  Our next retreat is Winter Camp and will be held from February 12th-14th 2027, at Rock Mountain Bible Camp.  A flyer will go out for this by the end of October.  Please advertise this event in your parish bulletins and place the flyer for it in a place where it can be easily seen.  Summer Camp will take place July 25th-July 31st, 2027.   We would love for any and all to join us.  

Yours in the Divine Mercy,

Fr. Billy Jenkins
